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“We print all the news that fits”

2004 SWROGA Achievement Award
Presented October 23, 2004 at the combined Shreveport Society and SWROGA show in Shreveport, Louisiana to Burrel Gambel, 2305 Lakewood Drive, Chickasha, Oklahoma.

The Red River Orchid Society was organized in 1975.  After its founder, Phil Andrews, was transferred, his place as a guiding light was taken over by Jim Quattlebaum and Burrel Gambel, both from Chickasha, Oklahoma.  Jim has gone on but Burrel is still a guiding light for the Red River Orchid Society and the Oklahoma City Orchid Society as he has been for the past twenty-five plus years.

Burrel and his wife, Laura, each month for these many years have made the trip from Chickasha, Oklahoma to Wichita Falls (85 miles each way) to attend, to lead, and to promote orchids.

He has served the Red River Orchid Society in many capacities: three years as president, five years as vice president and program chair, and many other committee assignments. Teacher, instructor, and helping hand are other characteristics of this “Orchid Person”.  

Burrel is also a member of the Oklahoma City Orchid Society, serving them as president for four years and as vice president for another four years.  He has been their local Show Chair for three years and the SWROGA Show Chair for two shows, along with many committee memberships.

He has served SWROGA for twenty-five years, most recently as Vice President.  His other SWROGA work has included the By-Laws Committee for six years, the Nomination Committee for two years, and the Education & Programs Committee for three years.  In addition he has served as a Director to SWROGA for sixteen semi-annual meetings.

In recognition of his long time service as a leader, a Guiding Light and Orchid Person to his fellow members, particularly to SWROGA, we present the 2004 SWROGA Achievement Award to Burrel Gambel as approved by the officers and membership.    

Lloyd D. Burns, President
STRAWS IN THE WIND

A little orchid bird tells us that Ed Wright will soon begin conducting an in-depth study of greenhouse design principles on the OrchidSafari chat group. Don’t know about OrchidSafari? It is the oldest continuous chat group on the Internet. The format calls for instructional presentations and reasonably serious discussion on selected Wednesday nights and general orchid chat on each Saturday night. Members start gathering around 7:30 or 8:00 PM on each Wednesday or Saturday night. If interested, go to http://anam.keltik.net/nuchat/cgi/nuchat.cgi/OrchidSafari/unknown to register. Members include orchidists from Brazil, Tasmania, Australia, the Caribbean, Canada and the US from Maine to California. 

Membership is not restricted BUT there is a Credo and members abide by it. The flames and insults so popular on other chats are not tolerated here. Current chat study topic is on international orchid conservation. Chair for this topic is Canadian college professor Marilyn Light, who serves on several international committees and commissions for conservation work. Hers is a monthly program with the selected Wednesday to be announced in advance each month.

MINUTES of the 87th SWROGA DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS FALL 2004  MEETING

Saturday, October 23, 2004 at the Chateau Hotel, Shreveport, Louisiana

hosted by the SHREVEPORT ORCHID SOCIETY

President Lloyd Burns called the semi-annual Fall 2004 SWROGA meeting to order promptly at 10:30 am. after Billie Beck Kramer, the Registrar, assured the President that a quorum was met.

President Burns graciously thanked the free-spirited SOS for hosting a lovely show and sale where all who attended had the opportunity to enjoy and renew old friendships.  Accolades were bestowed upon Burrell Gambel, a faithful member of both the Red River Orchid Society and currently of the Oklahoma City Orchid Society, for his 25 years of tireless support of SWROGA.  Mickey Parker made a motion that the 2004 SWROGA ACHIEVEMENT AWARD be presented to Burrell this evening at the Banquet at the University Club.  Directors approval was unanimous.  Thank you Jalayne Goss , President, Red River OS, for this nomination. 

The Minutes of the 86th SWROGA Meeting were tentatively approved as printed in the Summer 2004 SWROGA News.  Lena Parker may wish to make a correction at a later date.

The Semi-Annual Financial Report was presented by Treasurer and Financial Committee Chair Carolyn McCabe.  A copy of the Report is attached and made a part of these Minutes.  Wally Boersma, the SWROGA Official Auditor, reviewed the financial books.  All was in order.  He stated Carolyn has a tough job and keeps good records which include timely entries very close to receipt dates.  He was unable to get some information directly from the bank due to Privacy Act restrictions.  The Financial Report was approved following a motion made by Lena Parker.

Wilton Guillory, of the Central Louisiana Orchid Society, requested discussion regarding the return of a trophy or money to SWROGA when no trophy award is given.  Discussion ensued.   Following a motion made by Carolyn McCabe to eliminate the requirement that an un-awarded trophy be returned and the Society need not reimburse, Ed Wright moved that the motion be tabled and the question be referred to the Affiliated Societies Committee for recommendation as to what is best for SWROGA.  Vote:  10 Opposed / 16 For.   Motion was tabled for ASC comment.

Standing Committee Reports followed.

Steve Eagle, Chair of the Affiliated Societies Committee, expressed the need for additional Host Societies for future SWROGA meetings.  Red River OS has applied for Spring 2006 and Greater North Texas OS has applied to AOS for Spring 2007. Fall ’06 and Fall ’07 remain open. The Committee requested from the Treasurer that if a Society is delinquent with their dues that the ASLC Chair be contacted, since each SWROGA Society has a ‘personal contact’ member from the ASLC. Our Raffles and Auctions and the Spring ‘05 breakfast topic were discussed.  Report was approved and filed.

Byron McGraw, Chair of the ByLaws and Judiciary Committee, reported that all members of his committee were present at today’s meeting.  The Proposed Amendment to the ByLaws, Article V, Section 11, was published in the Fall 2004 SWROGA News (Vol. 36, issue 3).  Comments were requested. None received.

ARTICLE V. COMMITTEES  Section 11.  The Research Committee shall consist of 5 members, each to serve five years in staggered terms.  The Committee shall be responsible for receiving and evaluating research grant proposals and making recommendations to the Board of Directors for disposition, (funding or rejection), of the proposal.

The Start-Up Members of the Research Committee shall be as follows with an additional ½ year added for this first time only ( to coincide with the Calendar Year):

       5 ½  years    Richard Jamison         Shreveport OS

       4 ½  years    Lena Parker                Shreveport OS

       3 ½  years    J.C. Kramer                Tulsa OS

       2 ½  years    Tom Larkin                OS of the Ozarks

       1 ½  years    Donna Craig               Houston OS

Richard Jamison shall be the initial Chairperson.

The presiding SWROGA President will appoint a new replacement Member as one’s term expires. 

ARTICLE V. COMMITTEES  Section 11 was approved by the Directors and filed.

                                                                                                                                                  (continued on page 5)

(continued from page 4)

Richard Jamison made a motion from the floor that the SWROGA Treasurer be empowered to immediately receive Research funds from donors, with such funds to be deposited into a Research Fund to be established in a manner analogous to the Trophy Fund.  Said funds will accumulate until disbursement is authorized by the Directors at some later date.   Motion approved.

Lena Parker made a motion to use the proceeds from the next two SWROGA auctions (Spring ‘05 and Fall’05) to fund the new Research account.  (Auctions normally fund the Trophy account).  Motion carried.

Jim Williams, Chair of the Conservation Committee, after having met with his Committee Members, reminded Societies of the importance of native conservation, suggested that at least one Society meeting per year be devoted to a Conservation topic, and that the Societies’ Newsletters  include Conservation articles from time to time.  Field trips to native species locations should be considered to stimulate interest in conservation efforts.  Check the website  www.SWROGA.org  for information on conserved species.  The Flagship Project of the Big Thicket near Houston, Texas is ongoing.   There are levels of conservative efforts from native species in situ to one’s own greenhouse to the sharing of plants to ensure against loss.  Report was approved and filed.

Patsy Boersma, Chair of the Programs and Education Committee, had two Members present.  The Speaker List is being updated with current Speakers being contacted.  Slide shows are out-dated.  Perhaps some should be discarded.  Betty Kurka will be contacted.  A future project will be to start gathering and developing materials for use in classrooms.  Report approved and filed.

Lowell McCabe, Chair of the Show Committee, emphasized his committee’s support in working to meet the needs of SWROGA.  They have worked hard to allow Societies to electronically download the Show Schedule (Microsoft Word format) from our www.SWROGA.org website.  Also, hardcopy of the Schedule is available by request to Lowell.  Deletion of a class is strictly prohibited at SWROGA shows.  A Society may add a class; but Lowell recommended that, if adding, please send a copy of the modified section to the Chair for review prior to printing.  After many years of handling the printing and distribution of show tags, Ed Wright has asked to step down.  Societies may now request their show tags (500 minimum) from Lowell.  Lowell’s EXCEL program maintains a count of entries per class per Show.  Each Society is reminded to report their numbers to Lowell following their show! Data will gladly be shared upon request.  Report approved and filed.

Amanda Saar, Publications Chair, had members Manuel Aybar and Ted Baenziger present at their meeting.  They decided to “neutralize” the color of the newsletter paper and update the map.  They would like to increase coverage of activities of local Societies and have some conservation topic input.  Mickey Parker questioned whether we should be all electronic.We must take into consideration those members who do not have electronic capabilities.  A chat group may be considered with Steve, Tom and Manuel inputting on the website.  The e-mail list is always being updated.  All ads to be placed in the newsletter must be submitted to Amanda on hard copy.  Ads get good member response!  Report approved and filed.

Nominating Committee had no report.

There were no Ad Hoc Committee reports.

Reports of Continuing Functions:

Historian Betty Kurka made a motion to give away SWROGA’s extra copies of AOS Orchids.  Lena added to the motion by adding giving them away at the SWROGA Shows (6 copies/Show).  Also, give them to new AOS applicants.  Orchids is not being archived.  Motion approved.

Thank you, Lena Parker, Shreveport Show Chair for good weather and a fine Show.

Tom Larkin, OS of the Ozarks (Arkansas/Missouri) extended a cordial invitation to all Members and friends to the next SWROGA Spring ’05 Show and Sale in Rogers, Arkansas on April 16, 17, and 18, 2005.  

President Burns adjourned the meeting at 11:45 am.

                                                                                        Respectfully submitted, Sandra Gengler, Treasurer

WHEN WE WERE YOUNG

By Ed Wright

Orchid societies are born in many ways. In Houston, on November 8, 1945, it all began with a social meeting of ten friends. They decided among themselves to start a society and they made fine progress on an idea so recently adopted. To be known as the Houston Orchid Society, the new group would meet on the second Thursday of each month.

The first slate of officers included: Chairman, Edward Teas; Vice Chairman, D. J. Japhet; Secretary, R. W. Dorchester; Treasurer, A. J. Proebstle; Publicity, T.C. Taylor ; and a Membership Committee composed of A. J. Proebstle, Dr. C. R. Van Osdel and D. J. Japhet.

I doubt a more interesting group could have been assembled in any orchid community. Ed Teas was a well-known nurseryman in Houston. One of his many contributions may be enjoyed today: the oak trees along Main near the fountain at Hermann Park. For many years, Teas Nursery Company was a landmark out Bellaire Blvd.

A. J. Proebstle was a Brazoria schoolteacher who woke up one morning to find that the big rock under his property was solid sulfur. A. J. was active in AOS at the national level, serving as a Trustee as well as in many other offices. A visit to the Proebstle greenhouse was a treat always, but the screams of naturalized peafowl have lingered longer than remembrance of individual blooms. Make that save one: A.J. had a magnificent plant of Bc. Deesse var. ‘French Lace’ that, once seen in bloom, remained in the mind and heart forever.

The Japhet household was always a center of orchid activity. At a special June 1946 meeting, a spaghetti supper was served to the membership in the Japhet garden. Vice Chairman D. J. (Doris) Japhet hosted, daughter Emily Jane did the fetch and carry and wife, Henrietta, was the hostess.

Everest McDade from Rivermont Orchids was guest of honor and, as usual, brought to his host a new orchid hybrid in bloom. It happened, however, that this was a very special Cattleya orchid which Rivermont named for the hostess, Henrietta Japhet. Perhaps no other orchid has so typified the “florist white”. C. Henrietta Japhet became such a standard that it is ordered from wholesalers today: “and send me six Japhets”. That always means a fine mid-size white even if the tag might not quite agree with the hybridizer’s notebook.

So history began with a pleasant social evening and ended in spaghetti script at a garden party. One thing you need to realize: when it is orchids, it is all fine – just fine. For it was that way when we were young and it is that way all too near 60 years later.
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Continuing List of Orchid Shows Within SWROGA
These dates and information were provided by SWROGA Affiliated Societies Liaison Committee

For more recent information check the SWROGA website at www.swroga.org.

	2005 Dates 
	Host(s) 
	Event Location 
	Contact(s) 

	Feb. 25-27
	Fort Worth Orchid Society
	Fort Worth Botanical Gardens
	Steve Eagle 

580-226-7290

 sge@cableone.net
or 

Merriann Lanford

317-560-7859

mernev@ev1.net

	March 10-20
	18th World Orchid Conf.
	Le Palais des Congres et Expositions de Dijon
Province of Burgundy, France
	Mrs. Vinciane Dumont, Chair
Working Committee 
vinciane@demessey.com

	March 11-13
	Galveston Orchid Society
	Nessler Community Center

21st Street & 5th Avenue North

Texas City, Texas
	Scottie Baugh

281-338-4667

robbinsbaugh@earthlink.net
2003 Williamsburg Court S.

League City, TX 77573

	March 26-27

(pending approval)
	Heart O’Texas Orchid Society
	Zilker Gardens

Austin, Texas
	Dave Levine

512-502-1145

or

Geoff Frost

512-280-2271

	April 1-3
	Houston Orchid Society
	TBA
	Jay Balchan 

713-656-3249

	April 15-17, 2005
	OS of the Ozarks
hosting
SWROGA
	Embassy Suites Hotel
3303 Pinnacle Hills Pkwy, 
Rogers, Arkansas
	Tom Larkin
wiprlark@compuserve.com

	April 29-May 1
	Terrebonne Orchid Society
	Southland Mall, Houma, Louisiana
	Brenda Daigle 

or

http://www.geocities.com/lovebirdbd/index

	Nov. 4-6, 2005

(Pending AOS approval)
	Arkansas OS of Little Rock

HOSTING

SWROGA
	TBD
	Mike Saar
msaar824@comcast.net

	Fall
	Sonoma County OS 

Hosting AOS
	Vineyard Creek Convention Center

Santa Rosa, CA
	Tony Mininno

bradtony@sonic.net
Home: 707-874-2200

Work: 707-874-1927

3977 Docs Ranch Rd

Occidental, CA 95465


WRIGHT THINKING

Ed Wright

To begin again…………. Tough subject because the world today is much different from the early WWII days when I first became associated with greenhouses. Back then, we used what we could find because almost everything in the civilian economy had a war time application. In addition, we simply did not have magic potions from the chemical companies to aid in our fight against pests and diseases. The one thing we did have was pests and disease – most of them the same old favorites we still fight today.

 Insecticides were broad spectrum and usually the broader the spectrum the more desirable. In rose production, a favorite standby was nicotine sulfate under a variety of trade names. Mercury compounds were much favored for mold, fungus and snails. Had we known then what we know now about toxicity and residual levels of poisons, the very air in those old glass houses would have turned us as green as the products we used so freely. Those were the days before DDT was more than a GI’s de-lousing powder.  Powdered sulfur was probably the most common cureall and just between us, it was more because sulfur was cheap than anything miraculous about its efficacy.

 No, thank you, I don’t want to go back to the ‘good old days’! In fact, the only reason I mention all this is because we ARE going to go back whether we like it or not. Perhaps we will be spared the deadlies like mercury, nicotine sulfate and most of the arsenicals, but the experience of growing without heavy duty modern insecticides will come again to us all. What the EPA doesn’t ban the pocketbook will fail to provide. We’re already seeing tiny amounts of incredibly expensive active ingredients in commonly available greenhouse chemicals. Our favorite scale fighter, Enstar II, costs about $80.00 per 5 ounce bottle and a third of that is “inert ingredients”. Yes, we’ll be back to sulfur dust, like it or not.

One answer for us all is to upgrade our growing areas. A good place to start is to clean up tools we use. A good cleaning solution can be made with TSP, or tri-sodium phosphate. Many paint stores stock TSP as an additive to water used to strip walpaper. In a stronger solution, it is used to de-glaze paint, providing ‘tooth’ to hold new paint. Greenhouse use requires a fairly strong solution for structure and pots. We keep a saturated solution in quart-size or so containers to steilize cutting tools. Such tools never rust in a saturated TSP solution so we leave them submerged in TSP all the time. A tired joke is that our single edge razor blades are old enough to shave. By the way, look in a paint or home improvement store for otherwise hard to find single edge blades. Pros use them to cut and trim wallpaper.

 A 10% solution of bleach with a drop or two of soap will clean benches, pots, floors and potting surfaces. The same solution sprayed on walls will kill algae, if allowed to soak for ten minutes or so. If the spray gets on a plant, just wash it off with tap water and no harm will be done (maidenhair fern excepted). Our old standard of a pint of rubbing alcohol, a pint of 409 cleaner plus water to make a gallon still reigns as the cheapest effective spray for general greenhouse use. Be careful about indiscriminate use of household items, however. You can find the cinnamon champion on every chat site but the University of Colorado study that led to extraction of cinnamite, the active ingredient, also produced a label that says, “…except orchids.” Believe me, if the guy selling it tells you not to use it, leave it alone. 

Back to square one: keep that growing area clean and you’ll cut your bug and pathogen problems in half. Send me that wonder recipe for Grandma’s Cureall and I’ll check it out, reply to you and perhaps discuss it in SWROGA News.
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Treasurer’s Corner


	


Hey Treasurers:  Its time to start thinking about sending in your membership lists and dues for 2005.  If your society will have a new treasurer this year, please help me out by letting me know early on who it will be.  I will be sending the reminder letters out to you early in December so, please pass them on to your new treasurers.





I will be submitting the 2005 SWROGA Directory to the printer on March 1st, so it is imperative that I receive your up-to-date membership and officer lists by mid February.





Here are some of the highlights since the last report:


The raffle and auction in Shreveport increased the trophy fund by $2,530.00 and $180.95 was earned in interest since the semi-annual report.


Newsletter advertisement receipts from societies was $310.00 and $300.00 was sent to the postmaster to assure our postage account covers the winter issue mailing.


A checking account was set up at Bank One for the SWROGA research fund and Ed Wright made a donation of $60.00 to go towards it.





SWROGA Funds on hand as of November 19, 2004


General		$  12,684.08


Research		$       560.00


                                                                 Trophy		             $  59,657.18


                                        		  Total		              $  72,901.26


Your SWROGA treasurer,


Carolyn McCabe
































President’s Letter





To All Members:





The SWROGA Fall meeting in Shreveport was a pleasing success.  All the new committees fulfilled their responsibilities while enjoying the fellowship of old and new friends.  The show exhibits and plants were outstanding even amid the construction on the Red River Riverfront.  I am already looking forward to the next meeting and show in Arkansas next April.





The new Research Committee which has been in the process of forming for some time was completed and the first time committee members appointed.  They are taking the next 6 months to complete their procedures and raise funds for their first projects.  Should any of you have ideas of projects or areas you would like to have explored, please contact one of the committee members to pass along your thoughts.  Initially we will have to start relatively slowly to live within our means but look forward to constant growth.





					                                     Lloyd Burns, President
































        Thirty nine years ago





The latest gadget for the greenhouse is the use of radio signals to operate complicated valves and machinery or sprinkler systems. Engineers have designed and constructed a unit that has 12 channels or frequencies enabling one to  “tune” into operation a particular system. The entire systems can be preset on a 24 hour timer that enables one to operate over a 24 hour time period.  Is it not true that orchids, in some cases, might be an excuse for a “gadget” prone member of the household?  


	           From The Southwest Orchid Review  December 1965, p. 162


From The Southwest Orchid Review  December 1965, p. 162
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